The Ministry of Reconciliation
How many friends do you have?

A recent poll stated that popularized social networking site, facebook, claimed to have 200 million users. Those same Facebook users tout that they have 50, 100, even 200 friends or more. The problem is, we are more connected with people today today than we’ve ever been, yet many feel lonelier than they ever have.  
An article titled: Social Networking and its Discontents: What's Wrong with Social Networking? The writer states the following…

A fair number of news outlets have picked up the story of Gabe Henderson, and his decision to cancel his MySpace and Facebook accounts. Why did he quit? Because "The superficial emptiness clouded the excitement I had once felt," Henderson wrote in a column in the student newspaper at 
Iowa State University
, where he studies history. "It seems we have lost, to some degree, that special depth that true friendship entails." 

In another survey:

"When A Middle Eastern student, was asked to share about the years he had spent as a student in America, he said, "I have been in America for four years, and these have been the most lonely years of my life. 
· Man longs for relationship.

· He longs for friendship.

Here’s the premise (or foundation) for what I want to talk to us about for the next few minutes.

1. God meets the need in our life for a perfect relationship.

Exodus 15:11

11 Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?

a. As the people who worshiped God were being led out of captivity (out from under the rule of a cruel pharaoh) this is part of the song they sang. It’s referred to as the song of Moses, but really it’s a song about God.

b. They said who is like thee?

c. Only you can meet our every need…

d. God’s relation to us has only to do with adding to us never taking from us.

e. We do not possess anything that he does not have.

2. God wants us to share the message of man having a relationship with God.

3. We are his hands extended.

The Bible says it best, when Paul is reciting the truth God has revealed to him. And he says…. 

4. We are ministers of reconciliation. Please turn to:
2 Corinthians 5:18-21

18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;

19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

a. Paul communicates that we are to be the ones who deliver the truth that God wants to have a relationship with man.

b. That God wants to free man from the guilt of sin.

c. That God loves us!

But we have a problem!!!

I’m going to take us back to a gathering of about 25 guys in a class here one night.

And as I was teaching on the subject of men having a responsibility to be an example of godliness, to be a leader, I suddenly realized that I was asking men to do something that really know body had ever done for them. (I believe more than me realizing it, it was the Holy Spirit prompting me to understand something)

-I don’t want to fall into the same dilemma this morning.

-There are people here that have some areas that still need to be healed.

-It isn’t like God is asking you to play hurt!!!

Psalms 103:1-10

103 Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:

3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;
4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies;

5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's.

6 The Lord executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed.

7 He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel.

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.

9 He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever.

10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.

11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.

12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.

14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust.

15 As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.

16 For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more.

17 But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children's children;

18 To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them.

19 The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.

20 Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.

21 Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure.

22 Bless the Lord, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the Lord, O my soul.

KJV
