The Applause of Heaven
As we said we’re going to be starting a season of fasting this month and there are many things that we are praying and fasting about. But the axis (like the axis of a globe) that this fast will be about is souls.

We want to be a soul winning church. A church can have any great claim to fame they want but scripture says;  
Proverbs 11:30

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

I want to start us off this morning with a passage of scripture that Christ gives us which is a clear call to the church.

I want to say this first:

· I don’t believe this church has yet seen the souls that God wants to reach through this ministry.

· There is a harvest of fruit that is so bountiful that God wants to bring to this house.

· And I’ll tell you this. God has hand picking the people of this congregation for this radical wave of evangelism in this city!!! 

Luke 15:1-7

15 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him.

2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.

3 And he spake this parable unto them, saying,

4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?

5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.

7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.
I want to share with us some powerful truths of sharing Christ.
1. God has called us to be his witnesses.
Acts 1:8

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

a. Not, might be,...shall be

b. God has commissioned us to be his witnesses and he’s counting on us to be his witnesses.
c. God has summoned us to testify to the claims he has made.

2. It is in fulfilling the call to share the gospel that we discover the life God has for us.
Matthew 10:38-39

38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.

39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.

a. I believe our greatest blessings come as we commit to sharing the gospel with the world around us.
3. God will give you opportunities to share his message.
Acts 1:8

8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

a. It’s true that there are people around us everyday who are in need of Christ. 

b. I believe if we are in tune with God he’ll show us those whom we are supposed to minister to.

4. We need the Holy Spirit to inspire us and fill us with a passion to see lost souls saved. 

Romans 8:5-8

5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

KJV

a. You receive power to be a witness when the Holy Ghost is the influence in your life.

b. If the spirit isn’t the influence then our flesh is.

