Positioned to Prosper

· I want to take a rather small portion of scripture this morning from the smallest book in the New Testament.

· It’s a small portion, but, like all of scripture it is important.

And in doing so I want to also offer observation, and that is, that all of scripture is inspired by God…Read 2 Tim 3:16. 

2 Tim 3:16

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

KJV

a. All scripture is God breathed. “given by Inspiration of God” means “”scripture is God breathed”

b. How is something God breathed?

c. Well it’s a metaphor (or a symbolic phrase)

d. It means, men were dead without scripture and God breathed into them his “life-giving’ word!

e. So it is with us as we hear the word today, God is trying to breathe “his life” into areas of our life.

· I want to talk to us about being “Positioned to Prosper”

· Let me say that there is much to be said, and much that has been said about prosperity in the church.

· My conviction is simple; I believe God wants to care for people. That has been my experience and certainly more than that I believe God’s word confirms this.

· God wants to bless us in many ways.

· And he will do that largely, and primarily, in relation to how much we will let him.

1. When it comes to being prosperous think surrender to God not struggle for goods.

Matthew 6:33

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

Though the message of God’s provision has been misrepresented it still remains true.

Great quote:

Religion begat prosperity and the daughter devoured the mother.

What is prosperity?
To answer that question I want to take you to the back seat of a cab headed for the airport in Lagos, Nigeria.

· We were ending about a 9 day trip to Africa and as we headed toward the airport I was told that there would be one last stop for a luncheon which was being held by one of our ministry team’s relatives who was a Nigerian developer and his staff of professionals.

· That is when I asked myself, God what will I speak to these people many of whom do not know you.

· That’s when I saw what I believe was a pure glimpse of what prosperity is.

· I believe I had to travel 8000 miles to a third world country to a poverty stricken region to have God give me the purest definition of prosperity.

· I believe the Lord spoke to my heart and said the following words, “grace is extended, so goodness can be executed”

· In other words, the blessing of God is extended to us so we can extend the blessing.

3 John 2

2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

KJV

2. Prosperity is given so God may be glorified.

Proverbs 3:9-10

9 Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

We need to get in the practice of living a God honoring life.

a. I believe that if we honor God with our resources and our life that he extends more to us.

b. Are your possessions available for him to use for his glory?

Matthew 6:33

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

a. This isn’t just true with finances.

b. You extend kindness, kindness is extended to you.

c. You use your talents for God, God multiplies your talents.

d. It says, “whatsoever” a man sows, that shall he also reap! 

3 John 2

It means, properly, "to lead in a good way; to prosper one's journey;" and then to make prosperous; to give success to; to be prospered. It would apply here to any plan or purpose entertained. It would include success in business, happiness in domestic relations, or prosperity in any of the engagements and transactions in which a Christian might lawfully engage.

3. Faithfulness generates fruitfulness.
Proverbs 28:20

20 A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent.

Prosperity Quote: I'll say this for adversity--people seem to be able to stand it, and that's more than I can say for prosperity.  
a. We should remain faithful as God blesses us.

