Living in the Red Zone
Well its Superbowl weekend and right now there are two championship NFL teams that are preparing to compete to be crowned the NFL world Champions. And as the individuals players go through their various rituals of preparation they all have one thing on their mind…to move the ball forward and score. Let the struggle begin!

This morning I want to talk to us and I want to use a concept from that field of struggle. The idea I want to use is the idea of the “Red Zone”
The “Red Zone” is the area on a football field which is the last 20 yards at either end of the field before you get into the end-zone. It is typically the area where the struggle for advancement is the toughest.

Today we’re going to talk about “Living in the Red Zone” 

The reason I use this terminology is because I believe there is an adversary that would also like to stop you from advancing into the life that God has for you.

Before we go any further I want to show us a video clip that will illustrate how tough the struggle for advancement can be sometimes.

Video: NFL’S Greatest Hits!
As you watch that video you can feel the intensity. If you really want to gain an even greater understanding of the level of force on an NFL football field you need to listen to the audio recording of when they have a player mic’d. You can hear helmets smashing, bones crackin, man its rough. But I can tell you that you don’t have to be a full back in the NFL to feel the extreme struggle that we sometimes face in life.

· The struggle of schedules

· The struggle of finances

· The struggle of relationships and raising children and education…it can be as tough as trying to score a touchdown at the Superbowl.

 Here’s the good news. We have a play book that has in it every winning play & every supreme strategy for making the advancements in life that God intends for us to make.

· The Lord wants you to advance in your relationships (somebody’s thinking, God wants me to score?)…only if you’re married.

· He wants you to advance in providing for yourself, your family and your future.
· He wants you to advance in your efforts to share your faith and in your ministry.

· He wants you to be a winner…Amen!

To win we have to follow his game plan.
Over the next few minutes I want to share with you three things that I believe are non-negotiable if we want to advance as God wills.   
Let me start by sharing a little story. I remember in high school I was at football practice one day and the sports director came out and addressed our team. And he said, “I don’t care if you Joe Montana, if you don’t carry a certain grade point average, you will not play. The GPA was a non-negotiable. I believe God has some of those too.

You can write them down on your “play sheet” in your bulletin.

1. Faith

Romans 1:16-17

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by faith.

KJV

a. Faith in God is foundational for advancement.
b. I mean that entirely.

c. I love the biblical definition of faith: Reliance upon Christ for salvation.

d. Faith is reliance upon Christ.

e. Reliance upon him.

f. We need to do it and teach our families to do it. We need to live faith and proclaim faith.
2. Friends – This one is more important than most would think.
1 Peter 3:8

8 Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:

KJV
a. Peter’s touching admonition is for us to love each other as brethren.

b. Can I tell you that the love of the brethren is not like the love of the world.

c. My brother loves me as I am, but he loves me too much to let me stay that way.

d. My brother isn’t just a fair weather friend; he’s there when things get tough. He’s there when      I fail; he shares my joy when I
 win.
e. The brethren’s love is a necessary component of our advancement.

3. Forgiveness…accept it.

Psalms 130:3-4

3 If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?

4 But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared.

